T August, 2008

“Send out your light and your truth that they may lead me and bring me
to your holy hill and to your dwelling.” (Ps. 43:3)

St. Matthias A Message From Our Rector
Peacorn

Dear Friends,

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, phone calls, love and support as I recovered
from surgery. Iam fully recovered now and grateful to be healthy again. Who
knew a diseased gall bladder could be an occasion for grace?

All of us at St. Matthias have many reasons to be grateful to those who have brought the renovation of
the kitchen to its completion. Many thanks to Mel Berk, Chris Brown, Kevin Chmielewski, Pat
Franey, Paul Pittelli, Erica Shaffer, and Junior Warden Pris Sicard for their hard work and fabulous
skills at getting the kitchen finally sorted out! Thanks be to God. There are a few more minor things to
be done in the kitchen and parking lot area, then renovations to the church office will begin.

Renovation and Renewal are themes for the upcoming year at St. Matthias. August is a time of antici-
pation as we await the beginning of new programs for the coming year; and Christian Formation and
Education, along with fellowship, are big components of our discipleship. Church School for all ages
begins at 9:30 am on September 14, with Donna Jacoby and Missy Madore leading the younger
children. I will be leading the intergenerational program for adults and young people over age 10. This
is a great opportunity for adults and young people to interact and get to know one another and learn from
each other. We will have an Instructed Eucharist on Sunday, September 21% at the 10:30 service and
an intergenerational Halloween Party on Friday, October 31. It is not too early to mark your calendars
now, or to plan your Halloween costume.

Also this year, we will have an informal, kid-friendly Contemporary Service every 3™ Sunday of
each month, featuring dramatic readings of the gospel and short skits and stories instead of sermons.
Young people will assist me at the altar and during the Eucharist. We will be using music that is less
formal. I have heard that some puppets may show up from time to time as well. We will continue to
have the Liturgy for Healing every second Sunday of each month.

On Wednesday, September 17 from 7 to 8:30 pm, we will begin a group that will explore the Bible.
This Bible Explorer’s Group will run every Wednesday night for six weeks through October 22. If
you have ever thought you might like to attend a Bible study, but have hesitated out of shyness about
what you do not know, this group is for you. We will look at how the Bible is organized and why it
exists in the form we have today, learn how to find passages in the Bible, explore the different kinds of
writing and what those differences do in communicating God’s presence to us. This will be a “big
picture” exploration, to help set us up for doing an in depth study of the Book of Ruth and the Gospel of
Mark later in the year.

(continued on page 2)



Rev. Eleanor’s Letter (continued from page 1)

In October we will have two special events. On Saturday, October 4, at 10:30 am, the Feast Day of St.
Francis, we will have the Annual Liturgy and Blessing of the Animals, outdoors on the church lawn,
weather permitting. If the weather is bad we will convene in the Parish Hall. Bring your pet on a leash or in
a secure pet carrier and get to know all the critters that are part of the St. Matthias family. Friday, October
31, we will have an intergenerational Halloween Fest with games, “spooky stuff”, apple bobbing, and
tricks as well as treats. Everyone is invited to come in costume.

On Sunday, November 30, the Rt. Rev. Eugene Sutton, 14" bishop of the diocese of Maryland, will
make his first Episcopal visit to us. I am sure you will want to take advantage of this visitation of our
bishop to us, to get to know him and to celebrate with him the ministry of St. Matthias and the Diocese of
Maryland.

Several people have expressed an interest in learning more about the Episcopal Church, so during Advent,
beginning on Tuesday, December 2" at 7 pm, newcomers to the Episcopal Church and to St. Matthias
are invited to come to a series on what it means to be an Episcopalian, and why we do some of the things
we do in worship.

The St. Matthias Book Club will reconvene on a monthly basis, beginning Saturday, September 27 at
9 am. Our first book of the year is available in paperback — Three Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson and
Michael Ledwidge, available at area bookstores.

As you can see, there are many exciting things going on at St. Matthias, and there is a place for you. Don’t
let this fall at St. Matthias pass you by. God’s Holy Spirit is hard at work among us, and blessings in
abundance await us all.

Yours in Christ,

Eleanor+
Please join Pris Sicard & Mary Catherine Day
Thursday, September 18, for Dining Out for Life!
Dine at one of the following restaurants and 20% or
more of your check will be donated to Moveable | <=
Feast, the area’s sole provider of nutritious meals to | H"““"E““'
people living with HIV/AIDS and breast cancer. |\ <~ /
Dine Out, Fight AIDS '
Alonso’s Hull Street Blues Regi’s American Bistro
Ambassador Dining Room lggie’s (25%) Riptide by the Bay
‘b’ Bolton Hill Bistro Lebanese Taverna RUB (50%)
Babalu Grill Linwoods Sammy'’s Trattoria
The Bicycle (33%) Loco Hombre Sascha’s 527 Café (33%)
The Black Olive Luna Blu Sotto Sopra
Blue Sea Grill Meli Patisserie & Bistro (50%) Todd Conner's
The Brewer's Art (50%) Mia Carolina Woodberry Kitchen (50%)
Café Hon Milton Inn (33%) XS
Chameleon Café Mt. Vernon Stable Yabba Pot Café
Cinghiale Neo Viccino Yellow Dog Tavern
Feast @ 4 East Night of the Cookers Zella’s Pizzeria (33%)
Gecko’s One World Café For the most current listing,
Gertrude's (50%) Red Maple please visit wvw.mfeast.org




The Consecration of the XIV Bishop of Maryland

The Consecration of the Rt. Rev. Eugene T. Sutton took place on Saturday, June 28, at the Washington
National Cathedral, Washington, D.C. More than 3,000 people, including 30 bishops from throughout the
Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion, attended. This festive occasion featured a combined choir
of nearly 300 voices and a grand procession of more than 100 banners, representing churches and organiza-
tions from across the diocese.

St. Matthias Church members also made the trip over to D.C. to witness the momentous occasion. Our
caravan included Rev. Eleanor Holland, Helen Langa, Pris Sicard, M.C. Day, Linda Lingner, Lois Phelan,
May Robinson, Donna and Jim Jacoby, Pat Franey and Sandy Ashe. (see last photo below). The other
pictures are from the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland Website.




The St. Matthias Beacon August, 2008

Inter-generational Church School Begins Sunday, Sept. 14, 2008

Needed:
Gallon plastic milk jugs for an inter-generational Sunday School project
Small scraps of cloth suitable for small manger scene figures

Please bring your plastic milk jugs and cloth scraps in to Donna Jacoby.

Thank you!
Donna Jacoby

Wish List for the Christmas Bazaar in November

At last year’s Christmas Bazaar, Gift Baskets were popular, and sold very well,
so we would like to make more for the coming Bazaar in November. We are
starting to assemble baskets now and hope that you will help us by donating
some of the items listed below:

Needed:

Clear cello wrap (available at craft stores)

Red, green, or white shredded paper (available at dollar stores)
Sturdy baskets

Small boxes of coffee or tea

We would appreciate any help that you can give us so that we can make this a successful Bazaar.

Thank you!
Christa Jones

URBAN LINE DANCE CLASS

Tired of sitting down when everyone is on the floor?
Come join our class!!!

Where: St. Matthias Episcopal Church When: Sept. 18 to Nov. 6 -
6400 Belair Road Beginners — 7 to 8§ PM
Baltimore, MD 21206 Intermediate — 8 to 9 PM
6 Week Session - $40 Both Classes - $50 Register by Sept. 8"

~

For further information contact Marie Lewis (@ 410-274-6470



The St. Matthias Beacon August, 2008

St. Matthias Families Welcome New Pets!

Lucky is a male 8- month- old schnauzer mix
puppy from a Virginia Rescue Organization.

Cindy and Mark Humphrey
at home with Abby

Abby is a female 3 year-old Australian cattle dog

Rev. Eleanor & Helen at home with Lucky from Virginia by way of the Baltimore SPCA

Annual Liturgy and Blessing of our Pets

Saturday, October 4th, 10:30 AM
On the Front Lawn at St. Matthias Church

Bring your pets on a leash or in a secure pet carrier.

(The service will be in the church hall if it rains.)




The St. Matthias Beacon August, 2008

Shields of the Apostles, Part VI

by Fern Grumbine

The last two shields in the group of twelve belong to St. Matthias and St.
Andrew. We know very little about Matthias; he is mentioned only once by
name in the New Testament, in Acts 1:23-26. This passage describes the
selection of Matthias to replace Judas Iscariot after the Resurrection. Two
candidates who had worked closely with Jesus were chosen, Matthias and
Joseph Barsabas. These men were considered to have walked with Jesus and
were able to witness to his resurrection. After praying with the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, lots were cast and Matthias was chosen. The same require-
ments are used in the Episcopal Church in the United States today: a new
bishop’s election has to be approved by the House of Bishops; then the

ST. MATTHIAS consecration has to be done by several bishops. This is called the “apostolic

succession”.

We do not know exactly where Matthias” missionary efforts took place. We do know that he was
martyred outside of Jerusalem by beheading. His symbol is a sharp knife or axe on a Bible to stand for
his life of preaching and his death. His day is February 24.

Andrew was a fisherman of Bethsaida, brother to Simon Peter. He was
originally a disciple of John the Baptist, when he heard Jesus and was inspired \
to go find Simon and declare he had found the Messiah. It was Andrew who

identified a boy who had five loaves and two fishes, and helped to bring about
the miracle of feeding the five thousand. After the resurrection he went to the \
Scythians of southern Russia and converted them, thus becoming the patron

saint of Russia.

He died a martyr’s death on an x-shaped cross (at his request), on which he
was bound with heavy ropes. It is said that he lived two days, preaching about
Jesus. He was buried in Constantinople, but when that city was conquered by | ST. ANDREW

the Turks in 1204, the saint’s relics were scattered. Tradition says a monk took some of Andrew’s
bones to the north — to Fife, Scotland. There St. Andrew’s x-shaped cross appeared in the sky and gave
the Picts the victory in a battle with the English. The Picts were converted, and a church was built in
honor of the saint in the university city of St. Andrews. Andrew became the patron saint of Scotland.
His day is November 30.

Andrew’s symbol is a white x-shaped cross, usually on a blue shield. That symbol is now part of the
union flag of the United Kingdom, which contains in its design the red cross of St. George outlined in
white (for the original ancient flag of England), the blue flag of Scotland with the white cross of St.
Andrew, and the white flag of Ireland with the red cross of St. Patrick.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, an informal association of men and boys in the Episcopal Church in
the United States, carries on the spirit of St. Andrew by going to find their brother and taking him to
Christ.







The St. Matthias Beacon August 2008

Please pray for the health and well-being of those in our
parish family who have requested our prayers.

We especially remember Bernard Amtmann, John Arrup. Cliff Ashe, Bob Bavman, Elaine
Brown, Patricia Busby, Anita Calvert, Ernie Chmielewski, Millie Cicero, Charles Cunning-
ham, Michelle Dowdy & child, Janet Fisher, Elizabeth Fox, Dorothea Gatlin, Joe Gatlin, Bet-
tye Griffin, Maria Grande, Phyllis Grumbine, Sylvia Hooper, Chris Jackovitz, Donna Jacoby,
Wilbert F. Johnson, Wendie Kohn, Joe Moxham, Mary Murphy, Helene Murtha, James
O’Conor, Mary Overcash, Shirley Parks, Audine Phelan, Michele Pittelli, Raye Lynn Phoebus,
Valerie Prenger, The Rt. Rev’d. John Rabb, Margaret Reese, Deborah Smith-Grumbine, Skip
Sowers, Bobbi Weiss, Tracey Wenzel, Mae Womer, and Gail.

Birthdays —August August Celebrations , .
8 - Jeanne Barnes Wedding Anniversaries—August Baptlsgllal Alllnlversanes—August
10 - Vernon Steelberg I - Barbara & Bill Lambert > - Craig Skille
20 - Caroline Amtmann 2 - May & John Robinson /rMagk Jones
20 - Andrew Robinson 6 - Valerie & Rob Prenger (oL EEHES
20 - Lois Phelan 20 - Don Berk
22 - Edna Sheppard 21 - Andy Madore
26 - Melissa Madore 28 - Jon Strickler

31 - Sarah Chmielewski
31 - Timothy Prenger

September

Birthdays—September Celebrations Baptismal Anniversaries—

1 - Bill Lambert September

3 - Tim Phelan Wedding Anniversaries—

7 - Elizabeth Stielper September 4 - Denni & Jim Arrup
11 - Cliff Ashe 1 — Becky Andrew 7 - Ellen & Mel Berk
13 — Barbara Wright 5 — Fern Grumbine 11 - Beth & Kevin Chmielewski
18 - Cindy Humphrey 9 — Colleen Berk 29 - Cindy & Mark Humphrey
18 — Igo]‘ Li]‘naﬂsky 12 — Leslie Amtmann
20 — Robbie Moncure 14 — Julie Skille

17 — Joseph Madore
19 — Anna Lambert
19 — Grant Lambert
27 — Lois Phelan

29 — Samuel Jones
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The St. Matthias Beacon

August, 2008

YOUR AD
COULD BE
HERE!

Prices of Ads:

3 1/2 x 2 inch Advertisement
$10 for 1 Advertisement
$50 for 6 Advertisements

Contact Pris Sicard
410-426-2966

LOUISE HARMONY

GARDENING and CLEANING

AFFORDABLE and EXPERIENCED

Phone: 410-254-0796

5105 Walther Avenue
louiseharmony @ verizon.net

Baltimore, MD 21214

Pat Franey - Consultant
! patfraney-consultant@comcast.net
, Cell: (410) 292-9906

<> Accounting - 35 + years

Commercial Real Estate Development
<> Documentation Creation

Training Manuals

Policies and Procedures Manuals

H airport Inc.
7628 Belair Road
in the Belair ‘Beltway Plaza
4106685400

Full bair care services by

Roofing Your Community
Since 1938

Essex Roofers
8 Chandelle Road
Baltimore, MD 21220

Professionalism Phione & Fai:
Honesty 410-687-5382
Quality info@essexroofers.co

AN

REALTY
JACK SHANDROWSKI
BROKER
7115 Harford Road
Baltimore, MD 21234
Office: 410-426-0878
Fax: 410-426-3525
Email: jasrley@aol.com

D. Jean DiFatta

25 years experience

8117-B Harford Rd. 410-668-0364

Tue. - Sat. 8:00 - 5:00 ® Evening Appointments Available




Upcoming Events at St. Matthias Church

Loaves & Fishes Free Lunch - Saturday, Sept.20 - 12 to2 PM

Flea Market - Saturday, September 13 - 8 AM to 2 PM (Food Served)

Church School For All Ages - Begins on Sept. 14 -9:30 AM

Book Club - Saturday, Sept. 27 - 9 AM (Discuss Three Cups of Tea)

Halloween Party for Kids & Adults - Friday, October 31

Bible Explorer’s Group - 6 - Wednesdays, Sept. 17 thru Oct. 22 - 7 to 8:30 PM

Liturgy & Blessing of the Animals - Saturday, Oct. 4 - 10:30 AM

Rt. Rev. Eugene Sutton Visit - Sunday, Nov. 30

Newcomer Series - Begins Tuesday, Dec. 2 - 7 PM (“What It Means To Be Episcopalian”)

Line Dance Classes - Thursdays, Sept. 18 - Nov.6 - 7to 9 PM (Marie 410-274-6470)

Yoga Classes - Every Monday, 6- 7:15 pm

e

- St. Matthias Church
e 6400 Belair Road
ﬁ" Baltimore, MD 21206
4
o M 410-426-1002

Redcon






